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1. la foo oarly 50’* Iks AF initiated etudioo under the 117-L 
program lor the developer; eat of a satellite reconnaissance system. 
This program which later became the SAMOS program was aimed 
at direct readout sa d prior to il g-Sattgcllatimi involved the 

expenditures of| | The program used 

the ATLAS a* a haste booster. The program was relatively open 
from a security point of view sad provided very poor resolution. 

Only l partially successful flight ever occurred, and that was* is 

If SO after the flrst successful CORONA and resolution was greater 
than 100 feet. 

2. Whan U became apparent that the H7-L program was not likely 
to be productive of useful intelligence. Drs. Land , Killian and 
Mr. Bissau went to work to develop plana for a simpler system 
using the basic THOR booster. This activity involved the 
presentation on 15 April of the CORONA program to the President. 
Paragraph 5 of this program (attached) outlines foe administrative 
procedures which were agreed upon at that time. Ess ent ia ll y 

fos project involved a joint activity between CIA and ARPA with 
CIA providing foe Project Director (Mr. Rissell). The AF 
Ballistic Missile Division acted as ths agent for ARPA. When ARPA 
dropped out of foe space activities, thair function of providing 
supervision over the development if foe vehicle was tshsn over 
directly by the AF . The first successful CORONA flight occurred 
in February if 40. The program has become increasingly reliable 
since foal time, la the spring c*f 1962, a higher resolution stereo 
system was incorporated in foe CORONA program. 

3. la foe summer and fall of I960, a special panel under Dr. Killian 
surveyed foe entire serial reco nn a is sance program and made 
recommendations for future efforts and established a streamlined 
organisation for handling these programs within foe AF. Basic to 
this study was preparation of satellite r econna I eance recommendations 
by tfSIB which for foe first time laid down some ground rules on 
desirable resolutions. This review resulted in foe r-aeeellutNm 

of foe direct readout system and the parallel AF E-5 program for 
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recoverable versions which ware never flown successfully. Instead, 



Distribution: 

Copy 1 - DCI 
Copy 2 - DDR Subject 
Copy 3 - AD/OSA files 
Copy 4 - DDR Chrono 
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